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RECEIPTS & EXPENDITU 
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TOWN OF SOUTH HAMPTON. 


From Marcu 11, 1856, tro Marcu 6, 1857. 


RECEIPTS. 
Cash in Treasury, March 15th, $91 76 
hired of Thomas J. Goodwin, 300 00 
Sally A. Barnard, 200 00 
received from Literary Fund, 33 88 
Collector for 1856, 1832 64 
Rail Road Tax, 11 25 
John F. Currier, liquor agent, 79) 00 
Collector for 1854, 16 00 
Grass at Pool, 3 25 
Collector for 1852, 3 14 
a 1855, 35 00 
Grass on Burying Grounds, 1 00 
for labor of Philip P. Tebbetts, - 4 50 


$2107 42 


2 
EXPENDITURES, 


Paid for printing Report of last year, 
W. B. Stevens for shoveling snow, 1856, 
George Turner, note and interest, 
for books for Surveyors, &c., 
for support of John Armstrong, at the Insane Asy- 
lun, 

for repairing Burying Ground fence, 
School District No. 1, 

6 6 No. 2, 

3 6 No. 3, 

66 66 No. 4, 
County Tax, 
Teachers’ Institute, 
for building bridge, and repairing new road at Peak, 
breaking same in winter, 
Chase road, 
breaking roads at Peak, 

a <¢ Mill District, 
es ‘¢ over the river, 

enrolling and returning names of soldiers, 
‘for Town Clerk’s services, | 
repairing town house, 
services of Liquor Agent, 
expense of cleaning and taking care of town house, 
sexton’s services, 
bridge timber, 
Abatement of Taxes assessed 1851, 


66 3 rT 1852, 
73 73 6c 1854, 
és 66 é< 1855, 
3 ‘“ ‘6 1856, 


Collector’s services, 1856, 

for T'ax-bills, 

services of Superintending School Committee, 
labor of non-residents on highways, 


$10 00 
3 50 
801 50 
1 25 


144 95 
1 38 
224 46 
130 73 
86 53 
65 52 
369 05 
14 64 
25 50 
5 70 
24 10 
28 95 
y fi f 
17 50 
4 00 
13 00 
3 00 
5 00 
10 00 
4 00 
ae 
1 16 
3 14 
10 59 
5 94 
9 83 
21 34 
1 50 
15 00 
14 00 
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Paid medical attendance, nursing, board, time spent in 
trying to find a residence for Philip P. Teb- 
betts; cash paid for counsel; and other 


expenses, 120 47 
for rebuilding the bridge at Grassy Brook, 100 00 
interest on money hired, } 26 55 
Samuel J. Woodman, for services as Selectman and 
Treasurer, 14 00 
“< ‘s houseroom and stationery, 10 00 
‘f ¥ expense of sending money to 
the Asylum, at Concord, 2 00 
sy extra Appraisal, 1 00 
_ 2 making extra Inventory, 1 00 
Ss $f Collector’s Book, 1 00 
Be - postage on letters, 30 
George S. Currier, services as Selectman, 12 00 
a i" extra Appraisal, 1 00 
4 ¢¢ extra Inventory, 1 00 
Jacob B. French, services as Selectman, 12 00 
«¢ extra Appraisal, 1 00 
« «extra Inventory, 1 00 
State Tax, 170 80 


$2066 86 
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Statement of the Finances of the Town. 


The Town owes Sally A. Barnard, $265 00 
a Thomas J. Goodwin, 400 00 
Total, $665 00 
The whole amount of Taxes committed to the 
Collector for 1856 was $1422 64 
Of which he has paid the Treasurer, 1332 64 


Leaving uncollected. —- $90 00 
There is due from Merrill Flanders, collector for 1847’8, 5 66 


2 Thomas Flanders, RF 1849, 219 
66 73 6 73 1850, 7 39 
6é be 66 66 1858, 81 46 
2 John Page, : 1851, 1 08 
rT 73 66 66 1855, 16 85 
i: Jacob Eaton, 3 1854, 14 00 
There is due the town from the County of Rockingham, 178 53 
Cash on hand, 40 56 
Total, $387 72 
Whole amount of indebtedness, $665 00 
Whole amount of assets, 387 72 
Balance against the town, —— $277 28 


GEORGE 8. CURRIER, of 


SAMUEL J. WOODMAN, Selectmen 
JACOB B. FRENCH, South Hampton. — 


The undersigned have examined the foregoing Report, and find 
it correctly cast and properly vouched. 


ABEL BROWN : 
RUFUS DOW, ? Auditors. 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


In submitting the annual report upon the present condition 
of our schools, your Committee is happy to bear favorable 
testimony to the steady progress and general prosperity of 
them all. Our teachers, collectively considered, have endea- 
vored to discharge, to the best of their abilities, the arduous 
and responsible duties imposed upon them. 


DISTRICT NO. I. 


This school has been, the present year, under the charge of 
Miss Laura J. Grey, a teacher of considerable experience and 
attainments. The school, under her charge, has made good 
proficiency in all the branches taught. Whole number of 
scholars 53 ; average attendance 321-2. The studies pursued 
were, Reading, Spelling, Writing, Arithmetic, Geography, 
Grammar, Composition, History and Physiology. The summer 
term, of this school, commenced April 21st, and continued 23 
weeks ; the winter term commenced October 27th, and con- 
tinued 19 weeks ; ending March 6th. 


DISTRICT NO. II. 


The summer school commenced April 21st, and continued 23 
weeks, with a vacation of two weeks, during the term. This 
school was under the charge of Miss Hannah EH. Plummer, a 
teacher of considerable experience and ability. As a teacher, 
your Committee consider her in many respects superior ; as the 
school at its last examination clearly showed. But she failed, 
in some slight degree, to preserve that strict discipline which 
is so necessary to perfect success. The whole number of schol- 
ars was 31 ; average attendance 24. The studies pursued were, 
Reading, Spelling, Writing, Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, 
and Composition. The winter school, in this district, was taught 
by Miss Caroline A. Perkins, commencing November 10th; and 
continued 9 weeks, ending January 10th. Whole No. of pupils 26, 


:. 
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average attendance 18. The studies pursued were, Reading, 
Spelling, Geography, Arithmetic, Grammar, and Writing. Miss 
Perkins was a teacher of good mental ability and varied 
accomplishments, and the school at its examinations showed a 
respectable improvement. The teacher, in her report, says : 
“There has been but very little interest manifested by the 
parents, in this school ; it having been visited by only two 
residing in the district ; and the kind of interest which has been 
felt, not tending to advance or elevate the minds of the scholars 
or make them respect their teacher. The progress of the schol- 
ars in reading, has, in a measure, been good ; though asa mass 
they are decidedly backward.” 


DISTRICT NO. III. 


This school was taught, both summer and winter, by Miss 
Mary A. Gale. This was her first effort at school teaching, and 
was eminently successful. Good order, and thoroughness in 
instruction, were particularily noticed at our several interviews 
with the school ; and at the closing examination commendable 
progress had been made. The whole number of scholars was 
16; average attendance 12. The studies pursued were, Reading, 
Spelling, Writing, Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, Algebra, 
and Physiology. The summer term, of this school, commenced 
May 19th, and ended August 24. The winter term commenced 
November 8rd, and ended February 4th. The teacher, in her 
remarks, says: ‘“ Having been teacher, the present year, in 
district No. 3, and having, to the best of my abilities, studied 
the character of its scholars, and marked the degree of progress 
made by them, I am now prepared to make the following re- 
marks: First—Upon the interest manifested by parents: 
There has been considerable interest manifested by most parents, 
and I think all are anxious that their children should make 
rapid progress ; but in order that they may improve, great care 
should be taken by the parents, to instil into their minds a 
love for study, and the importance of being regular at school. 
Second—Moral habits of scholars: They are very good ; they 
are respectful to their teacher, obey readily, and always appear 
willing to do as they arerequested. Mental habits: I think 


zl 
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I never saw a school where the scholars were more ambitious 
than here. They seem greatly interested in their studies ; 
especially in Geography and Arithmetic, and have made rapid 
progress in both. The school-house is newly built, and pleas- 
antly situated ; there are no out-houses belonging to it, but 
certainly should be. I think the house is furnished more for 
the benefit of the scholars, than teacher. The desk is so high, 
that one cannot stand and write on it with ease, (or a very 
short person like myself cannot,) and the chair is exceedingly 
uncomfortable to sit in.” 


DISTRICT NO. IV. 


This school was under the care of Miss Flora A. Severance, 
both summer and winter terms. She is a teacher of much 
experience, and superior attainments. Her school in many 
respects is a model one. The progress made in all branches 
taught, the systematic course of instruction pursued, the 
good classification of all the scholars, and the thoroughness of 
her instruction, all show her to be a teacher of high standing. 
The studies pursued were, Reading, Spelling, Arithmetic, Alge- 
bra, Grammar, Geography, History, and Book-keeping. Length 
of summer term, 16 weeks ; of winter term, 20 weeks. Whole 
number of scholars from South Hampton 8 ; average attendance 
6. This district, the present year, has united with district No. 
8, in Newton ; and is considered, by all concerned, as being 
very beneficial to both. The advantages of this union, must be 
apparent to every one. District No. 4, being a very small 
district, could not procure a teacher of much ability, or expe- 
rience, besides having, necessarily, a short school ; consequently, 
the money belonging to this district was very unprofitably ex- 
pended. Whereas, by this union, they can obtain the services 
of the BEST TEACHERS, and have a school of good length. The 
teacher, in her remarks, says: ‘Not scholars alone need the 
sympathy and encouragement of parents, but the teacher right- 
fully claims a share ; and, unless she has this, fails to accomplish 
what otherwise she might. The school-house is situated on 
rather an unpleasant spot, besides being totally unshaded. On 
this account, during the oppressive heat of the summer days, 
the pupils have oftentimes expressed a wish to lay aside their 
books until more favorable days should approach. Only five 
years have passed since the erection, of this house ; yet itis 
not at all suited to the convenience or happiness of the pupils. 
None of the seats are suitedjfor very small scholars ; neither 
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are there seats furnished for the accomodation of those citizeng 
who may visit the school. A change of readers was deemed 
necessary by your Committee the present year, as an absolute 
necessity to the progress of our schools. A change was accord- 
ingly made at the commencement of the winter term ; and the 
examination in all our schools, in the progress made in this 
department of knowledge, showed most clearly the wisdom of 
such a change. <A more equitable division of the school-money 
seems to be needed. And, in this connection, I would refer you 
to my predecessor’s last Annual Report. A new school-house 
should be erected, assoon as practible, in district No.1. The 
present one being wholly unfit for the accomodation of the 
school. Itis to be hoped that the citizens of this district, with 
their commendable zeal in all educational matters, will take 
this matter in hand, and erect a house suited to the wants of 
the district. 


In taking a retrospective glance at our schools, it is a matter 
of regret that the school in district No. 2,is so much behind 
our other schools in regard to the mental acquirements¢ 
of. its scholars. This school was the backward school 
last year ; it is the same this® owing, in our opinion, to an 
almost entire want of interesi on the part of parents in our 
common schools ; irregularity in the attendance of scholars, 
many local causes over which che teacher nor Committee have 
any control. The absolute necessity of constant attendance, on 
the part of the pupils, is not yetsufficiently considered by the 
parents. On the promptness and constaicy of the scholars, the 
reputation of the teacher largely depends; and the teacher often 
suffers from such irregularitiés. Prejudices frequently exist 
against the prudential commitice, so that some are determined 
to dislike whomsoever that committee may engage as teacher ; 
little jealousies often spring up among neighbors, and whether 
the teacher takes sides or not, becomes the victim of such sel- 
fish follies ; and even a suspicion of her partiality, grows into 
aversions and developes into slander. In conclusion, I would 
add, that if parents would only take hold of the work of educa- 
tion, by co-operating with the teacher in her endeavors to obtain 
constancy and punctuality in the attendance of scholars ; and 
in visiting the school-room, from time to time ; and by giving 
occasionally a word of encouragement to the teacher ; then we 
should see our most backward schools taking their places in the 
ranks of the most advanced. 


CHAS. 8. PRESCOTT, Sur’t ScnHooL Commitrte. 
South Hampton, March 4th, 1857. : 
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